The Charism of St Mary’s
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What is Charism?

Charism refers to a unique spirit, mission, and set
of values that define an organisation or community.

In the context of a primary school, charism refers to
the distinctive ethos, values, and goals that shape
the school's culture and identity.




Authentic vision lives, breathes, and is
tangible.

An organisation with a shared vision is a
power to be reckoned with.

A vision that captures the imagination is
one that can move people to positive action.



Catherine McAuley

1827: Catherine McAuley opens the House of Mercy in
Dublin, Ireland, a centre for the education and care of
disadvantaged women and children.

1831: Catherine McAuley founded the Sisters of Mercy in
Dublin, Ireland, with a mission to serve those in need through
education, healthcare, and social services.
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1839 :

Catherine McAuley opened the first Convent
of Mercy in England at Bermondsey, London
in 1839. “The six travellers leave dear Ireland
tomorrow: all in tolerable good health and
more than tolerable spirits.
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1870: The Sisters of Mercy opened on an industrial school for girls on the house that is
now known as St Mary's Community Centre

1928 On 17th April: Building was opened as a Catholic day school. Sr Mary Magdalene Di Piazzi

Sweeney was first headteacher with 186 children on roll.
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1973: a former mansion known as Eltham Park Place on Glenure Road had become a community home with education
and housed up to 40 girls aged under 15

1984: St Mary's R.C. school relocated from Eltham High Street with the official opening by Bishop Charles Henderson
on 3rd May 1985.






Nurturing Qur God-Given Talents



